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is claimed is: 



A biologically active agent, wherein the agent is a compound of the formula: 



is 1 or 2; 
is 0 or 1; 
is 0 or 1; 
is 0 or 1 ; 

is alkyl having from 1 to 3 carbon atoms; 

is hydrogen, halo, or alkoxy having from 1 to 3 carbon atoms; 

is a 5 or 6 membered heteroaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring heteroatoms selected 
from N, S and O and the heteroaromatic ring is covalently bound to the remainder of 
the compound of formula V by a ring carbon; and 

is -CH r , Q is -OR l and R 1 is ethyl; or X is -CH 2 CR 12 R 13 - or -CH 2 CH(NHAc)- 
wherein each of R 12 and R 13 is independently hydrogen or methyl, Q is OR 1 and R 1 is 
hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 7 carbon atoms; or X is -CH 2 CH 2 - and Q is 
NR 10 R n wherein one of R 10 and R 11 is hydrogen, alkyl having from 1 to 3 carbon 
atoms or hydroxy, and the other is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 3 carbon 
atoms; 
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wherein 
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or when R 1 is hydrogen, a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt of the compound. 

2. The biologically active agent of claim 1, wherein the agent is a compound of the 
formula: 




wherein 



n is 1 or 2; 



111 lO \J VJ. A , 



q isOorl; 



t isOorl; 



R 5 is alkyl having from 1 to 3 carbon atoms; 



A is a 5 or 6 membered heteroaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring heteroatoms selected 

from N, S and 0 and the heteroaromatic ring is covalently bound to the remainder of 
the compound of formula I by a ring carbon; and 



X is -CH 2 - and R 1 is ethyl; or Xis -CH 2 CH 2 - or -CH 2 CH(NHAc)- and R 1 is hydrogen or 
alkyl having from 1 to 7 carbon atoms; 



or when R 1 is hydrogen, a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt of the compound. 



3. The agent of claim 2, wherein R 1 is hydrogen or ethyl. 



4. The agent of claim 2, wherein q is 0. 
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5. The agent of claim 2, wherein X is -CH 2 CH 2 -. 

6. The biologically active agent of claim 2, wherein the agent is a compound of the 
formula: 



Het(CH 2 ; 




wherein 

n is 1 or 2; 

R 1 is hydrogen or alkyl having from 1 to 7 carbon atoms; and 

Het is a 5 or 6 membered heteroaromatic ring having 1 or 2 ring heteroatoms selected 

from N, S and O and the heteroaromatic ring is covalently bound to the remainder of 
the compound of formula IC by a ring carbon. 

7. The agent of claim 6, wherein R 1 is hydrogen or ethyl. 

8. The agent of claim 7, wherein the compound is 4-(4-((2-pyridinyl)- 
methoxy)phenyl)-4-oxobutyric acid. 

9. The agent of claim 7, wherein the compound is 4-(4-(2-(2- 
thienyl)ethoxy)phenyl)-4-oxobutyric acid. 
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